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	Swim Across the Sound Hits the Mark, Raises $2.5 Million
BRIDGEPORT, August 11, 2003 - Swim Across the Sound made a big splash Saturday with its first all-amateur swim marathon Saturday and announced that it reached its record goal of $2.5 million for 2003.
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More than 100 swimmers (soloists and relay teams) took part in the all-amateur swim from Port Jefferson, LI to Captain’s Cove in Bridgeport. However, the 15-mile swim was halted after five hours because of thunder and lightning and heavy rain. Despite the inclement weather, more than 3,000 spectators came down to root on the swimmers.
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Laura O’Brien of Watertown, a Yale student, was declared the solo winner since she held the lead when the swim was halted for safety reasons. She had completed more than 12 miles at the time the race was called. Ray Gandy of Rhode Island was the first male finisher.

Marcella McDonald of Andover and Becky Maloney of Naugatuck finished second and third respectively. In the men’s division, Chad Schneider of New Rochelle, NY placed second and Scott Coleman of Boca Raton, FL was third.
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The Westport Water Rats were named the winning relay team and were the closest to completing the swim - less than a half hour from the finish line. The Westport Water Rats team consisted of: Christina Bladek, 16, Easton, Matthew Yacco, 23, Southport, David Platow, 16, Westport, Anna Smith, 14, Westport, Keenan Koss, 15, Westport, Frisk Driscoll, 16, Westport.

Hutch’s Gang, Southern Connecticut State University swim team alumni, were second and the Yale Masters Swim Club finished third.

The solo swimmers and relay teams raised a total of $125,000 in pledges to support Swim Across the Sound, the cancer charity dedicated to helping people with cancer and their families. The Yale Masters Swim Club headed by Joseph Zelson, MD, an Orange pediatrician raised the most pledges, reaching more than $26,000.

St. Vincent’s Medical Center President Ron Bianchi described the Swim Marathon as a great success despite the uncooperative weather. 

[image: image28.jpg]


“We far exceeded our goals for the Swim, which is a great testimony to the dedication of all the swimmers who participated,” Bianchi said. “This is our marquee event, which helped us reach our goal of $2.5 million. We owe a great debt of gratitude to these swimmers. We had to deal with some bad weather, but the day was a great one for everyone.”

In its 16th year, Swim Across the Sound, a part of the St. Vincent’s Medical Center Foundation, served more than 18,000 cancer patients and family members this year. The Swim subsidizes 34 cancer education, screening and prevention programs year round through St. Vincent’s Medical Center. 
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Breast cancer is the second most common form of cancer among women in the U.S., and the second leading cause of cancer deaths among women. While the 1980s saw a sharp rise in the number of new cases of breast cancer, that number now appears to have stabilized. The drop in the death rate from breast cancer is probably due to the fact that more women are having mammograms. 
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